Economics - Course Structure

Economics Stage 6 consists of a Preliminary course and an HSC course.

Preliminary Course

The Preliminary course is essentially microeconomic in nature, focusing on aspects of the
economic behaviour of consumers, business and governments. Much of this behaviour is
influenced by the operation of markets. Two key markets, the labour market and the
financial market, are examined in detail. The Preliminary course provides an essential
foundation for the HSC course.

Preliminary Course % of course Indicative

120 indicative hours time Hours
Introduction to Economics 10 12

2 Consumers and Business 10 12

3 Markets 20 24

4  Labour Markets 20 24

5 Financial Markets 20 24

6 Government in the Economy 20 24

HSC Course

The HSC course focuses on the management of an economy and is therefore essentially
macroeconomic in nature. It examines the external framework in which the Australian
economy operates. The course investigates the impact of the global economy on the
Australian economy and the link between economic issues and the management of an
economy, with specific reference to the Australian economy.

Higher School Certificate Course % of course Indicative

120 indicative hours time Hours
The Global Economy 25 30

2 Australia’s Place in the Global Economy 25 30

3 Economic Issues 25 30

4  Economic Policies and Management 25 30

The order of the topics in both the Preliminary and HSC courses is not prescriptive and
may be influenced by economic events, the interests and needs of the students or the
availability of resources.



